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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 
 
New Chromebooks – a gift from Thomas Andrews 
We are delighted to tell you that we were approached at the start of term by The Trustees of Andrews’ 
Endowed CE Primary School, concerned that there may be some children struggling with remote learning 
due to lack of devices.  They have given us a generous grant from Thomas Andrews’ endowment fund so 
that we could buy 15 new Chromebooks to support disadvantaged learners who are remote learning.   I 
think Thomas Andrews would be fascinated by the 21st century version of his legacy – instead of 
providing shoes to bring students to school, providing devices to bring school to the children! 
The Chromebooks arrived this week and Mr Paine has set them up ready to be issued on loan to any 
family who is struggling to access remote learning.  This could be because there are older children in the 
house using all the devices, as well as for any other reason.  If you would like to request the loan of one 
of our new Chrome Books, please drop me a line via School Support.  We already have 8 Chromebooks 
out on loan which were supplied last year by the DfE, and a further 4 Chromebooks should be arriving 
from the DfE any day now.   

 
Revised Remote Learning Plan 
Attached to this Newsletter is a copy of our revised Remote Learning Plan.  We last shared our plan with 
you in September, and our Remote Learning provision has changed quite a bit since then, partly in 
response to your helpful feedback on our Remote Learning survey earlier in the Autumn, and partly 
because we are now back in full lockdown.  You can also find a copy of this plan on the school website, 
where it is part of the Covid-19, Remote Learning and Catch Up area of the website.   
 

PTFA Meeting this Monday at 7.30 pm via Zoom – link will be sent to existing members 
If you’d like to join and we don’t have your details, please email schoolsupport@aepri.co.uk by noon on 
Monday.   

 
Collective Worship with Rev Randall 
We are really glad that Rev Randall and his daughter have been kind enough to create a new Collective 
Worship for us to share.  Here is the link to this week's collective worship video: 

 

Andrews Endowed Collective Worship 

'Good Gifts' 
With Revd Gordon Randall and his daughter Lorna. 

youtu.be 

  

Singing Worship 
Thank you to all the families who managed to join us this morning at 10.00 am for our Singing Worship.  It was 
great to get a chance to chat to the children as they joined the meeting, and to see them singing along (and 
dancing) with such enthusiasm.  Well done to Simon who led us in a beautiful reflection at the end. Thank you 
to the grown-ups who let themselves get coerced into singing a part too – I loved Tom’s description of the 
‘absolute chaos’ it caused in his house!  Next Friday we will sing together at 11.00 am.  If any children have a 
song they would like included, they can either send me a message via their Google Classroom or ask you to 
email schoolsupport@aepri.co.uk to let me know.  Requests already placed for next week include ‘This is 
Amazing Grace’, ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’ and ‘the song about the Rainbow’.   

 
Googlemeets 
Thank you for supporting your children to join their class Googlemeets this week – it has been fantastic to 
see all our home learners and to hear their superb contributions to their group discussions.  We have 
tried to provide a range of days and times for next week’s meets, to give families the most flexibility as we 
know how hard you are working to fit things around your own work responsibilities.  From Monday,  
children who are part of the Critical Worker group, but not at school on the day of the Meet will also be 
invited to join in.   
Next week’s meets are as follows: 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Morning 9:30 Year 3 
 
10.00 Year 5 

 
11:15 Year 1 

9:30 Year 5  
 
12.00 Drop in for 
Year 6 

  9:30 Year 2 
 
11.40  Year 4 

10:00 Acorns 1 
10:30 Acorns 2 
11:15 Acorns 3 
 
12.00Drop in for 
Year 6 

11:00 Singing 
Worship with Mrs 
Lloyd 

Afternoon 2.00 Year 2 2:15 Year 4 2.30 Year 6 
whole class 

2.00 Year 1 1.00 Year 3 
1:30 Year 5 
2:00 Year 2 

 

Lateral Flow Testing – a message to the Critical Worker Group  
From Monday, as you may have heard in the media, Primary school staff will be taking part in regular (2x 
weekly) Lateral Flow Testing at home before coming in to work.  These tests are designed to identify 
asymptomatic carriers of the coronavirus, and positive (or repeatedly void) results would mean that staff 
need to stay at home and book a PCP test before being able to return to work.  As this is a very new 
initiative, we cannot predict the impact this might have on the numbers of staff being available to attend 
work.  We will try everything possible to keep our bubbles open for our Critical Worker/Vulnerable (CWV) 
children, but I would ask parents and carers who are currently using our CWV service to be aware that 
we may have to close a bubble if we cannot staff it – this would include Breakfast Club.  Please keep 
your phone to hand in the morning and check for any messages that have been sent.  Thank you. 

 

Critical Worker Group – Hot Chocolate/Squash 
It is very cold in the classrooms due to our need to keep ventilation maximised.  Please continue to send 
children with plenty of warm layers.  We will start serving a drink of hot chocolate to the children sometimes in 
the afternoon to warm everyone up from next week.  There are no guarantees that this would be every day. 
Thank you for sending your child in with their plastic beaker.  If you haven’t done so already please send this in 
on Monday in a labelled clear plastic bag. The beaker will remain in school until needed, and be sent home 
whenever it has been used and needs washing.  We may be able to offer hot squash as an alternative for 
children who have a dairy intolerance – please let me know via schoolsupport@aepri.co.uk .  Please be aware 
that without a beaker in school, a drink cannot be provided for your child.   

 
20:20:20 – Supporting Everyone to Avoid Digital Burnout 
Fantastic as all this remote learning through digital platforms is, I think we all have concerns about the 
effects of staring at screens for too long.  We completely understand and encourage the need for regular 
screen breaks, and families getting outside as much as is possible and permitted during this Lockdown.   
 
You may be aware of the advice from health experts, that every 20 minutes, we should focus our eyes 
away from our screens and look at an object 20 feet away for 20 seconds. Doing this can help to 
prevent eye strain.  Please help the children to take good, regular breaks and then support them to re-
engage with their learning afterwards.  We are so proud of the children for their determination and 
resilience in their home learning, and we want to ensure that this enthusiasm continues! 
 

Do you Need any Help with Google Classroom or Tapestry? 
We are all here for you, so please don’t hesitate to ask if there is something you are finding tricky – we can 
always find a member of staff who can ring you or arrange a GoogleMeet to talk parents through something you 
are stuck on, whether it is uploading work or making routines work for your child, or fitting things in around your 
own work demands.  Please drop us a line via schoolsupport@aepri.co.uk if you need a bit of help or want a 
chance to talk something through.   

 

PE at Home 
Leo Maliphant, who used to work with the Alton Schools, has created a You Tube channel and is posting 
weekly skill challenges for all Primary School Children.  You can check this out at: Leo Maliphant - YouTube 
Please note that children should always be supervised when accessing YouTube. 
 

Music Lessons – HMS Virtual Learning Zone 
If you are yet to sign your child up for their virtual music lessons there is still time.  We have heard that those 
already started are really enjoying their lessons and would really urge you to take up this great opportunity to 
continue your child’s musical learning.  They have all put in so much effort into practising since September and 
we are sure you are as keen as we are that the impetus continues this term.  If you have mislaid the letter 
please email schoolsupport@aepri.co.uk or call Mrs White in the office and she will gladly re-send you the 
details or if you have any queries/questions regarding she will be more than happy to help. 

 
 

mailto:schoolsupport@aepri.co.uk
mailto:schoolsupport@aepri.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/user/leomaliphant/featured
mailto:schoolsupport@aepri.co.uk


Notifying the School When Your Child is Ill  
Whilst we really hope that everyone stays well, it remains essential for families to let us know if your child (or 
another member of the family) has had any Covid symptoms since last being in school. For those children who 
are attending in the Critical Worker group, please continue to be vigilant and do not send your child if they have 
any symptoms.   

 
All non-Covid related illness absence should be reported by phoning the school office on 01420 83094.  
Messages should be left before 8.30 am if possible, so that we know before the first groups arrive in school.  
 
Please note that if your child has sickness or diarrhoea they must not return to school for a full 48 hours after 
their symptoms have completely stopped.   
 
If you have a child who is showing symptoms that you believe may be Covid related, [a high 
temperature; a new continuous cough; a loss of, or change to sense of smell or taste] please let us know 
immediately by emailing schoolsupport@aepri.co.uk as well as telephoning the school office.   
 
We are grateful to receive notification of the outcomes of any Covid tests as soon as you receive them – 
please email us via the same address.  Speedy notification means we can act quickly in the event of a 
positive result, and welcome your child back promptly if the outcome is negative.   

 

Spring Term 2021 School Lunches 
If your KS2 child is currently attending school in the Critical Worker group and having school dinners this is just a 
reminder that lunches should be paid ideally half termly or weekly in advance.  The cost for school lunches for the 
first half of the Spring Term is £75 (30 lunches) or £12.50 per week - (£2.50 per lunch). 

 
School Dinner Menu Change – Week 2 
Please be aware that there are some small changes to the menu next week: THURSDAY: RED – ROAST 
GAMMON / BLUE – QUORN FILLETS, FRIDAY: BLUE – TOMATO PASTA.  The desserts may differ slightly to 
what is on the menu but otherwise the menu remains the same. 

 

On-line Payments 
There are still a few outstanding payments from the Autumn Term for lunches, Breakfast/After School Club and 
Xmas Party money please can you ensure that these are paid via SCOPAY by Monday 25th January – thank you. 

 
 

Mrs Maria Lloyd 

    
SPRING AND SUMMER TERM DATES 2021 

 
 

Spring Term 2021 
4th January – 12th February 

Half Term - 15th February – 19th February 
22nd February – 1st April 

(NB: INSET DAYS – 22nd February) 
Easter Holiday: 2nd April – 16th April 

 

Summer Term 2021 
19th April – 28th May 

Half Term 31st – 4th May 
7th June – 23rd July 
NB: Bank Holidays:  

Monday 3rd & 31st May 
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