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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 
 

‘We Will Remember Them’ 
 

 
 
It was a very moving experience to pass silently through the school at 11.00 
am on Wednesday, to observe each class of children marking the 2 minute 
silence in their own way.  From some rooms I heard the 
Last Post, from others, I saw individual children reading 
aloud to the rest of the class from their own writing or 
from published poetry.  As I reached the end of the 
building, I met Y2 moving quietly back into the building, 
heads bowed, after marking the silence standing in a 
circle on the playground.  In Acorns, the children worked 
together to make 2 beautiful tissue paper wreaths – one 
for their classroom, and one which we have placed on 
the school front door.  
 
 

 

 
Odd Socks Day This Monday to mark the start of Anti-Bullying Week 
We invite the children to wear odd socks to school on Monday – any colour, any design  It's a great way to 
celebrate what makes us all unique in Anti-Bullying Week! It will be held on Monday 16th November 2020, 
the first day of Anti-Bullying Week. 
 

Remote Learning Survey –Please Join In! 
Thank you to all those families who have already completed our survey – we are very grateful for your 
feedback.  If you haven’t already done so, please follow the link below.  The survey should only take a few 
minutes, but will really help us best to support your child's home learning now and in the future - thank you.  
https://forms.gle/q6aaNDMuAUSZ5srU8 

 

Tuesday 24th November:  Virtual Information Evening for Acorns Parents and Carers 
On Tuesday 24th November Mrs Ryan and I will host an online information evening for current Acorns 
parents and carers.  Mrs Ryan will share a presentation about how your children’s learning is supported in 
Acorns, and how you can support at home.  There will be opportunities to ask questions too.   
The event will be held virtually via either GoogleMeet or Microsoft Teams, and will run from 6.00 pm to  
7.00 pm.  We will send out further information with a joining code next week.  We hope as many families as 
possible will be able to join us from the comfort of your own homes! 
 

Headteacher’s Awards 
 

  Class  

Year 1 
Ozzie E: For working hard in all aspects of his 
learning. 

Owen A: For his excellent effort towards his 
homework. 

Year 2 
Lottie M: For a great design and production of 
her tapestry. 

Roxanna F: For a fantastic effort and determination 
in Phonics sessions. 

Year 3 
Bobby B: For perseverance in PE. Alys M: For excellent listening skills and maximum 

effort. 

Year 4 
Finn W: For extending his learning at home. Jessica B: For fantastic participation during class 

discussions. 

Year 5 
Jamie M-B: For super effort in PE fitness. Tristan G: For contributing well in PE and listening 

to others. 

Year 6 
Lilli-Mai B: For a fantastic learning attitude in 
maths last week. 

Hayden W: For being a kind and courteous member 
of Year 6 who takes responsibility for himself and 
others. 

 

Thank you to this week’s business sponsor “DeMeric School of Dance” and “Gilbert White House” 
Please see adverts at the end of the Newsletter. 

 

https://forms.gle/vnz22RF8hej8E7bM9


 

 
House Point Certificates 
Bronze certificates for 25 house points were awarded to: 
 

Year 1 Year 3 Year 5 Year 6 
 

Honor F Alex B Max B Harry M 

William M Hannah G Keira R  

Hallie B Archie L Samuel F-W  

Jack F  Jamie M-B  

Maddox B  Lilly-May C  

Sienna G  Tristan G  

Dexter S    

 

Free Virtual After School Sports Club 
A message from the Youth Sport Trust: “Many children and young people across the UK will be missing out on their 
usual sport clubs. We’re here to help all young people feel part of a club that helps them develop skills and learn 
something new. The Youth Sport Trust’s After School Sport Club is about much more than physical fitness. It will 
help children develop physical literacy and confidence to try lots of new sports, helping all children find a sport for 
them.  The After School Sport Club will be led by Athlete Mentors from different backgrounds, abilities and sports.  
 
Every day at 5pm from Monday 16th November until Friday 18th December, children and young people can join in 
with the live broadcast for free on our YouTube channel.  You might need items from around your home for some 
sessions, but we’ll give some ideas ahead of each club to adapt if you don’t have these items.  
The different daily themes are below: 

 Adventure Monday – This might involve getting children to do floor, wall climbing and map reading all within 
their living room 

 Tuesday Play – Imaginative play utilising resources in the house to create games and activities to get active 

 Wild Wednesday – Some high tempo competitive activities involving personal challenges 

 Thinking Thursday – Introducing cognitive challenges for children through movement. Active noughts and 
crosses and introducing an element of competition – whether that be against themselves, the clock, their 
siblings or remotely with friends 

 Fun Friday – A chance for children to let loose and have some fun. Dancing and doing what makes them 
feel good. 

 
For more information please visit https://www.youthsporttrust.org/AfterSchoolSportClub  

 
School Photos 
Photo proofs have been sent home this week and the deadline for orders is Tuesday 24th November.  Our 
preferred and, due to the current climate, probably the safest method of payment would be directly to Yellow 
using their online payment system.  However, if you are unable to pay in this way we will still accept cash or 
cheque.  Please ensure that you return in the bag provided and ensure that it is sealed with your child’s 
details visible and send it in with your child.  We have a secure box that they can be popped in to await 
collection by the Yellow team.  Any orders made after the deadline will incur a £5 surcharge which will cover 
packaging, postage and delivery direct to your home.  If there are any other family members who haven’t 
received a proof and would like the opportunity to purchase a photograph please don’t hesitate calling the 
school office and we can give you the necessary details – thank you. 

 
Acorns September 2020 - Alton Herald 
Don’t forget to pick up a copy of the Alton Herald this week as there is a special souvenir pull-out of all the new 
Reception Classes September 2020 in the local area. 

 
Food Bank 
Just to let everyone know that the foodbank in Market Square will continue to operate 
as usual (COVID usual that is) on a Wednesday from 12:30-2.00 and Saturday 10:30-
12.00.  Please remember if anyone needs a referral and would like vouchers we have 
them in our school.  Either call the office or send a message to 
schoolsupport@aepri.co.uk and we will organise this for you. 
 

A message from Home-Start Hampshire Virtual Santa Run 
“Why we need your help.  For the past few years Home-Start Hampshire has proudly 
been part of the Alton Santa Run, a wonderful community event for the whole family. 
Sadly, this year the event is not able to take place and we've heard (on the Elf 
grapevine) that there are a lot of disappointed Santa’s out there. So, we put our best Santa hats on, had a good 
think and have decided to make this year’s event virtual - different but just as much fun!  We want you to put on your 

http://www.youtube.com/user/YouthSportTrust
https://www.youthsporttrust.org/AfterSchoolSportClub
mailto:schoolsupport@aepri.co.uk


Santa hats, Elf hats or reindeer antlers and walk, jog or run 2km, 5km or 10km and raise money to support families 
in your local community whilst also spreading some festive cheer! 
It's easy to enter - just choose your distance, your date (any date in December) and your route - you can even do it 
on a treadmill if you don't fancy braving the elements (but we still want to see you dressed up)! You can set up your 
own fundraising page or donate directly via ours, you can even link up with Strava to share your achievement 
directly! All we ask is that you stay safe, have fun and tag us in your pictures on social media! For details on how to 

fundraise please visit www.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/HSHVirtualSantaRun2020     
 

About Home-Start Hampshire 
“Being a parent, whatever your situation, can be tough. Many parents feel exhausted and overwhelmed by the 
stresses of family life, but for some parents it’s a particular struggle and the uncertainty and additional challenges of 
recent months have made life even more challenging for some families.  This is where Home-Start Hampshire is 
able to help.   Home-Start Hampshire has a network of trained volunteers who provide friendly, non-judgemental 
support to parents facing difficult times, on a 1-1 basis, in a group setting or a combination of both. The support 
offered by volunteers encourages parents to build confidence and family resilience, allowing them to give their 
children the best possible start in life.   Home-Start Hampshire have continued to support families across the county 
throughout the current public health crisis, taking on new referrals and training new volunteers to ensure that they 
are able to continue to provide their services at a time when support and community spirit is arguably more 
important than ever before.  Home-Start Hampshire does not charge for any of the services offered, we rely on 
charitable donations, grants from local authorities and charitable trusts and community fundraising (led by our 
wonderful volunteers). Like many organisations, this year has been tough financially and we are asking for your 
support by taking part in this fun event to help us ensure that we can continue to support families in Hampshire in 
2021 and beyond.” 
 

Looking for a School Place for Reception 2021?  Take Our Virtual Tour! 
If you, or someone you know is looking for a place in Acorns for September 2021, we invite you to visit our school 
website and take our Virtual Tour.  There are three tours available, one of the whole school, one of the Acorns 
Classroom and one of the Acorns Outdoor Area.  There is also a chance to view a virtual version of the Open Day 
Presentation visitors would normally see in the school hall on Open Mornings. After viewing the materials, parents 
are welcome to book onto one of our Virtual Q&A sessions, running via Google Meet over the next few weeks.  Click 
here or on the picture below to visit the Virtual Open Day area of our website.  Applications open on 1st November 
and close on 15th January 2021. 

Library Book Returns 
Thank you for the library books that have been returned this week.  Please have one last look over the next 
two weeks - we are desperate to get all of our stock back.  Please check those out of the way places where 
finished books might have been tucked during a clear up.  If you have a friend or neighbour from last year’s 
Year 6, please ask them to search too.  We would like to reopen the school library to the classes on a rota 
basis very soon, but need all of the stock back for this to happen.  Thank you.   

 

Acorns and Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 Flu Immunisation Programme 
Your child’s annual flu vaccination is on Thursday 10th December.   Registration this year is completed on-line and 
the school office will not be able to do this for you.  If you are experiencing problems please contact the North East 
Hampshire Immunisation Team directly on 01252 335 142 and they will be happy to help you.  We are still awaiting 
quite a few applications – if you would like your child to receive the immunisation please can you ensure you 
complete the online registration no later than Friday 4th December latest. 

Birthday Books 
We are delighted to bring back our Birthday Book Scheme so the children can 
celebrate their birthday by selecting a book with Mrs Lloyd and presenting it to the 
class book corner.  We have a selection of wonderful titles, something for everyone 
at affordable prices.  All you need to do is complete the slip at the bottom of the letter 
attached with the donation you would like to make (50p, £1 or £2.50) and pop it into 
an envelope ensuring you mark it clearly ‘Birthday Book’ along with your child’s 
name, class and amount enclosed.  Your child should then give this to their class 
teacher by Wednesday latest the week before their birthday.  They will then get the opportunity to select a book of 
their choice with Mrs Lloyd and put a sticker with their name on the inside cover of the book. They can then take this 
book home to show the family before bringing it back to class.  Once the book has been quarantined (!) it will be 
added to the class Book Corner.   

 

http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/HSHVirtualSantaRun2020
https://www.andrewsendowed.co.uk/prospectus/virtual-open-day/
https://www.andrewsendowed.co.uk/prospectus/virtual-open-day/


Notifying the School When Your Child is Ill 
All non-Covid related illness absence should be reported by phoning the school office on 01420 83094.  Messages 
should be left before 8.30 am if possible, so that we know before the first groups arrive in school.  
 
Please note that if your child has sickness or diarrhoea they must not return to school for a full 48 hours after their 
symptoms have completely stopped.   
 
If you have a child who is showing symptoms that you believe may be Covid related, [a high temperature; a 
new continuous cough; a loss of, or change to sense of smell or taste] please let us know immediately by 
emailing schoolsupport@aepri.co.uk as well as telephoning the school office.   
 
We are grateful to receive notification of the outcomes of any Covid tests as soon as you receive them – 
please email us via the same address.  Speedy notification means we can act quickly in the event of a 
positive result, and welcome your child back promptly if the outcome is negative.   
 

Cool Milk Scheme 
Don’t forget if you would like your child to receive milk in school your child must be registered with Cool Milk.   You 
can apply on line at www.coolmilk.com or by paper application (copies held in the school office).  You must register 
your child by Tuesday 5pm to start receiving milk at the start of next term.  If you have any questions regarding this 
you can contact Cool Milk directly on 0844 854 2913.  If your child is in Acorns and under 5 they will receive milk 
FREE but you must ensure that your child is registered before their 5th birthday if you wish your child to continue 
with milk. 
 
Mrs Maria Lloyd                       

TERM DATES 2020/21 
 

Autumn Term 2020 
3rd September – 23rd October 
(NB: INSET DAYS – 3rd & 4th 

September) 
Half Term - 26th October – 30th 

October 
2nd November – 18th December 

 

Spring Term 2021 
4th January – 12th February 

Half Term - 15th February – 19th 
February 

22nd February – 1st April 
(NB: INSET DAYS – 22nd February) 

 
Easter Holiday: 2nd April – 16th April 

 
Summer Term 2021 
19th April – 28th May 

Half Term 31st – 4th May 
7th June – 23rd July 

NB: Bank Holidays: Monday 3rd & 31st 
May 

 
 

 
SCHOOL WEEKLY TIMETABLE 

 
 Monday 

16th           
Tuesday     

17th      
Wednesday 

18th                  
Thursday 

19th                        
Friday  

20th         
 
               

Morning 
8.55 –12.00 

 
Odd Socks 
Day start of 

Anti-Bullying 
Week 

 
Y6 / Y5/ Y3 / Y1 

 PE 

 
Brass Lessons  

 

 
Violin Lessons 

 
Y6 / Y4 / Y2 & 

Acorns 
PE 

 

 
Y3 / Y2 

PE 

 
 
 
 

 
Y5 / Y4 / Y1 

PE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woodwind Lessons 

 

Lunchtime 
12.00– 1/1.15pm 

 
 
 

    

Afternoon 
1 / 1.15 –3.30 

Guitar Lessons  
 
 

   

After School 
Activities 
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