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Vocabulary Ninja     
SPaG Spotter 4
Over 300 pieces of punctuation and grammar for 
pupils to spot in SPaG’s natural 
habitat…..the sentence!

10 pages of questions and 10 pages of corresponding answers.



Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns The vicious tiger ran frantically around the enclosure.

a verb Ismail trudged helplessly up the hill.

an adverb Carefully, Ewan stepped over the drink that had spilt on the floor.

the adjectives He enjoyed the warm glow of the roaring fire as he read his new 
book.

a coordinating 
conjunction He sits next to the window and she sits beside the board.

a relative 
pronoun London, which is the capital of England, is a very busy city.

a subordinating 
conjunction Whilst his parents were out, Josh watched television.

the determiners The shop sold a hammer, some nails and a power drill.

the prepositions The cat crept around the wall to pounce on the bird.

a noun phrase The mysterious monster was lurking in the shadows.

the articles An ant can carry a leaf twice its size.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

brackets for 
parenthesis My sister Vanessa loves playing rugby.

capital letters roger and simon got the bus to bradford. they were going to 
watch them play leeds united.

a colon to 
separate clauses Joe hadn’t finished his homework he had been busy all weekend.

a comma for 
clarity

“It’s time for you to come and help me unpack kids!” shouted 
Tracey.

the full stops. Robert went shopping at the weekend He bought his mum a gift
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns The boy jumped onto the table whilst laughing hysterically.

a verb A swan paddled along the lake.

a subordinating 
conjunction

Although she didn’t like custard, Gemma still bought it for her 
children. 

a coordinating 
conjunction

Jim likes watching Scooby Doo but Mike prefers SpongeBob 
SquarePants.

an adverb Enthusiastically, Susan picked up the tennis racket.

the adjectives The golden, shimmering sun lit up the sky.

the determiners The lady bought some sweets and a bottle of water.

an expanded 
noun phrase

The gargantuan, abandoned building in the city was due to be 
demolished.

the prepositions If you go around the car park and underneath the bridge you 
will find a small football pitch.

the pronouns Lucy and Carl went to the cinema. They bought popcorn and 
used a £10 note to pay for it.

a collective noun At the farm, Amy spotted a herd of cows.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence.

a hyphen The man eating snake was a popular attraction at the zoo.

dashes to mark 
parenthesis The Eiffel Tower which is 324m high was built in 1889.

an apostrophe to 
show possession My neighbour told me to clean up my daughters toys.

inverted commas 
to mark speech Stay right where you are! Shouted Mr Marell.

a colon to 
introduce the list

When I go to the beach I take a towel, some sun cream and a 
picnic.
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

a proper noun Harry rode his bicycle to school.

an abstract noun Zoe had always been jealous of Josie’s car.

a verb Florence danced all night on holiday.

an adverb The teacher told her class they could play outside soon.

a coordinating 
conjunction Ryan didn’t eat his tea nor did his brother.

a subordinating 
conjunction Suzanne watched TV whilst Terry cooked the tea.

a preposition In winter, robins stay inside their nests for most of the day.

the determiners The child was asked to hand out those books.

a possessive 
pronoun Jake couldn’t wait to play with his new game.

a modal verb Nathan was wondering if he could go to the cinema.

an expanded 
noun phrase The dirty, old sofa in the garden had been left to rot.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

a semi colon Joe sits near the teacher’s desk Sana sits near the window.

a comma My favourite hobbies are knitting swimming and reading.

a dash I went to the fair at the weekend it was great!

a hyphen The well known creature was discovered in 1956.

an apostrophe 
for contraction Ellen wouldnt like it if it rains.



Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns James took his homework out of his bag.

a verb The magnificent horse galloped around the field.

an adjectives The old, battered rug was taken to the popular cleaners. 

the pronouns They went bowling with his parents. 

the determiners Some people believe you should always help a friend.

the articles The lady went to an aquarium to see the octopus.

a coordinating 
conjunction I went to the café for I was hungry. 

a subordinating 
conjunction I would have been on time however my car broke down.

an expanded 
noun phrase The fast, shiny car in the showroom was really expensive.

a modal verb My dad thinks I should join a football team.

a proper noun Leeds, which is close by, is a busy city.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

a colon to 
separate clauses I didn’t hang the washing out it was too rainy.

a hyphen The man eating shark lived deep in the ocean.

the full stops The fire was filling the room Luckily nobody was home

a commas to 
mark an 

embedded clause
The teacher who was fairly new had settled in really well.

is/was Harry ____ going to go to the party tomorrow.
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns The phone rang in the office.

a main clause When the doctor arrived at the hospital, he went straight to the 
patients.

a subordinate 
clause If you want to play outside, you will have to wear your coat.

an adverb The spy sneakily crept around the palace.

a possessive 
pronoun Jack and Adam went to see their friends.

a preposition I found him hiding under the table.

a relative clause My dad, who works for the government, is 55 tomorrow.

the subject The cat was being chased by the dog.

the object The girl kicked the ball across the field. 

the articles I bought an apple from the shop. 

a noun phrase The dazzling diamond was stolen from the castle.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

the capital letters fiona went to paris for the holidays. it was a great experience.

commas in the 
list

When I go to the museum I always visit the Egyptians the 
Romans and the Mayans.

a comma to 
make a fronted 

adverbial
As the sun rose in the sky the streetlights began to switch off.

an apostrophe 
for possession The childs toys were scattered all over the floor.

a/an I flew on ____ aeroplane to Dubai.
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns Josh made some tea for his family.

the verb The tired dog was sprawled across the bed.

the adjectives The golden, crisp morning made the unhappy man smile.

the adverb The police sped recklessly down the street.

a main clause It is important to pay attention when the rules are being read 
out.

the subject The rabbit ate the carrot. 

the object The librarian enjoyed the book.

a prepositional 
phrase The jug was on top of the table.

a noun phrase The rusty bike was locked in the shed.

the determiners Two ducks crossed the park to reach the pond.

a pronoun Tom went swimming but forgot his towel.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

a hyphen The bad tempered boy was in big trouble.

was/were At the park, the dogs ______ playing excitedly.

brackets for 
parenthesis The cinema next to the supermarket is brand new.

inverted commas 
to mark the 

speech
Where do you think you are going? asked the boy’s mother.

an apostrophe 
for omission The lady knew she shouldnt leave her job.
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns The crocodile was taken to the zoo: it was an endangered 
species.

a verb Aisha glanced over her shoulder during the race.

the adjectives The competitive coach screamed at his underperforming team at 
half-time.

an adverb Chris laughed silently during this performance.

a main clause If the weather continues, school could be closed.

a subordinate 
clause She wasn’t ready to go out because she hadn’t brushed her teeth.

a relative clause Netball, which is my favourite sport, is a team game.

the determiners My teacher asked me to hand out the books.

a preposition The cat was playing outside.

a subordinating 
conjunction Before we go out to play, we need to finish our work.

the pronouns His brother told him to help out.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

a semi colon My uncle lives in London my grandma lives in Bristol.

is/are When we go swimming my brother ____ always excited.

a question mark He got the money out of the bank, didn’t he

a possessive 
pronoun The children were excited to meet _____ new teacher.

commas to mark 
an embedded 

clause
The ipad which was expensive got cracked by accident.
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns When I go on holiday I need to take sun cream.

a verb The raindrop trickled slowly down the tiny window.

the adjectives The unusual, unique plant was entered into the competition.

an adverb Unfortunately, the school’s fair had to be cancelled.

a relative clause Trevor, who is much taller than me, reached the book on the 
shelf.

the subject The water was drank by Freddie.

the object Tanya painted the picture carefully.

the articles The table was carried into the living room by a builder.

a coordinating 
conjunction I like popcorn and my friend likes crisps. 

a subordinating 
conjunction Although it isn’t my problem, I would like to help solve it.

a noun phrase A forgotten, ancient cottage was sold at auction.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

inverted commas 
to mark speech The witch said, I am going to use you for my spell.

a comma for a 
list

As part of my job I design apps advertise websites and buy 
resources.

a colon to 
separate clauses

The teacher wasn’t happy nobody had completed their 
homework.

the capital letters mark, joel and sam went on holiday. they travelled to norway.

a dash to mark 
parenthesis I tried custard for the first time today I didn’t like it.
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns The exciting show was on at the theatre.

a verb The experienced actor performed brilliantly every night.

the adjectives The delicious, home-cooked food was enjoyed by all the guests. 

an adverb The sprinter won the race effortlessly.

a main clause When you get home, you need to put the kettle on.

a subordinate 
clause

Even though it’s only February, we have already booked our 
holiday.

the determiners Those crisps were bought by my teacher.

a possessive 
pronoun I didn’t want to play with the game because I knew it was yours.

the articles The chair was painted by a professional artist.

a relative 
pronoun The singer, who won an award, lost his voice after the show.

a preposition I found my glasses beside the television.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

the capital letters My dad (terry) is from cardiff,  the capital city of wales.

an exclamation 
mark What a fabulous show It was better than expected.

inverted commas 
to mark speech It’s very interesting, said the scientist, I’m quite surprised.

an apostrophe to 
mark possession The dogs collar fell off in the park.

a colon to 
introduce a list In my school we have swings, a slide and a climbing wall.
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns My new glasses came from a specialist shop.

a verb The ferocious lion attacked the zebra.

the adjectives The comfy bed was being used by the sleepy child.

an adverb The employee reported the issue discreetly to his manager. 

a coordinating 
conjunction I have never been to France yet I hear it is lovely.

a subordinating 
conjunction Whilst I was on the phone, my tea was cooking in the oven.

the determiners That car was parked outside my house this morning.

a possessive 
pronoun I didn’t want to share the pizza because it was mine. 

a noun phrase The exotic, multi-coloured bird was spotted in Asia.

a relative clause The pen, that is used to mark tests, had mysteriously gone 
missing.

a preposition My brother is lucky because he sits next to his best friend.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

commas to mark 
an embedded 

clause

The football boots which were brand new were stolen at the 
weekend.

apostrophe to 
show omission I wont be able to attend the wedding.

a semi colon I ran 456m my friend ran 500m.

a comma in the 
list

Some of the things I need to improve are my times tables my 
spellings and my reading.

brackets to mark 
parenthesis The tallest tower Big Ben is in London.
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns The vicious tiger ran frantically around the enclosure.

the verb Ismail trudged helplessly up the hill.

the adverb Carefully, Ewan stepped over the drink that had spilt on the floor.

the adjectives He enjoyed the warm glow of the roaring fire as he read his new 
book.

a coordinating 
conjunction He sits next to the window and she sits beside the board.

a relative 
pronoun London, which is the capital of England, is a very busy city.

a subordinating 
conjunction Whilst his parents were out, Josh watched television.

the determiners The shop sold a hammer, some nails and a power drill.

the prepositions The cat crept around the wall to pounce on the bird.

a noun phrase The mysterious monster was lurking in the shadows.

the articles An ant can carry a leaf twice its size.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

brackets for 
parenthesis My sister (Vanessa) loves playing rugby.

capital letters Roger and Simon got the bus to Bradford. They were going to 
watch them play Leeds United.

a colon to 
separate clauses Joe hadn’t finished his homework: he had been busy all weekend.

a comma for 
clarity

“It’s time for you to come and help me unpack, kids!” shouted 
Tracey.

the full stops. Robert went shopping at the weekend. He bought his mum a gift.
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns The boy jumped onto the table whilst laughing hysterically.

a verb A swan paddled along the lake.

a subordinating 
conjunction

Although she didn’t like custard, Gemma still bought it for her 
children. 

a coordinating 
conjunction

Jim likes watching Scooby Doo but Mike prefers SpongeBob 
SquarePants.

an adverb Enthusiastically, Susan picked up the tennis racket.

the adjectives The golden, shimmering sun lit up the sky.

the determiners The lady bought some sweets and a bottle of water.

an expanded 
noun phrase

The gargantuan, abandoned building in the city was due to be 
demolished.

the prepositions If you go around the car park and underneath the bridge you 
will find a small football pitch.

the pronouns Lucy and Carl went to the cinema. They bought popcorn and 
used a £10 note to pay for it.

a collective noun At the farm, Amy spotted a herd of cows.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence.

a hyphen The man-eating snake was a popular attraction at the zoo.

dashes to mark 
parenthesis The Eiffel Tower - which is 324m high - was built in 1889.

an apostrophe to 
show possession My neighbour told me to clean up my daughter’s toys.

inverted commas 
to mark speech “Stay right where you are!” Shouted Mr Marell.

a colon to 
introduce the list

When I go to the beach I take: a towel, some sun cream and a 
picnic.
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

a proper noun Harry rode his bicycle to school.

an abstract noun Zoe had always been jealous of Josie’s car.

a verb Florence danced all night on holiday.

an adverb The teacher told her class they could play outside soon.

a coordinating 
conjunction Ryan didn’t eat his tea nor did his brother.

a subordinating 
conjunction Suzanne watched TV whilst Terry cooked the tea.

a preposition In winter, robins stay inside their nests for most of the day.

the determiners The child was asked to hand out those books.

a possessive 
pronoun Jake couldn’t wait to play with his new game.

a modal verb Nathan was wondering if he could go to the cinema.

an expanded 
noun phrase The dirty, old sofa in the garden had been left to rot.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

a semi colon Joe sits near the teacher’s desk; Sana sits near the window.

a comma My favourite hobbies are knitting, swimming and reading.

a dash I went to the fair at the weekend - it was great!

a hyphen The well-known creature was discovered in 1956.

an apostrophe 
for contraction Ellen wouldn’t like it if it rains.
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns James took his homework out of his bag.

a verb The magnificent horse galloped around the field.

an adjectives The old, battered rug was taken to the popular cleaners. 

the pronouns They went bowling with his parents. 

the determiners Some people believe you should always help a friend.

the articles The lady went to an aquarium to see the octopus.

a coordinating 
conjunction I went to the café for I was hungry. 

a subordinating 
conjunction I would have been on time however my car broke down.

an expanded 
noun phrase The fast, shiny car in the showroom was really expensive.

a modal verb My dad thinks I should join a football team.

a proper noun Leeds, which is close by, is a busy city.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

a colon to 
separate clauses I didn’t hang the washing out: it was too rainy.

a hyphen The man-eating shark lived deep in the ocean.

the full stops The fire was filling the room. Luckily nobody was home.

a commas to 
mark an 

embedded clause
The teacher, who was fairly new, had settled in really well.

is/was Harry is going to go to the party tomorrow.
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns The phone rang in the office.

a main clause When the doctor arrived at the hospital, he went straight to the 
patients.

a subordinate 
clause If you want to play outside, you will have to wear your coat.

an adverb The spy sneakily crept around the palace.

a possessive 
pronoun Jack and Adam went to see their friends.

a preposition I found him hiding under the table.

a relative clause My dad, who works for the government, is 55 tomorrow.

the subject The cat was being chased by the dog.

the object The girl kicked the ball across the field. 

the articles I bought an apple from the shop. 

a noun phrase The dazzling diamond was stolen from the castle.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

the capital letters Fiona went to Paris for the holidays. It was a great experience.

a comma in the 
list

When I go to the museum I always visit the Egyptians, the 
Romans and the Mayans.

a comma to 
make a fronted 

adverbial
As the sun rose in the sky, the streetlights began to switch off.

an apostrophe 
for possession The child’s toys were scattered all over the floor.

a/an I flew on an aeroplane to Dubai.
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

The nouns Josh made some tea for his family.

the verb The tired dog was sprawled across the bed.

the adjectives The golden, crisp morning made the unhappy man smile.

the adverb The police sped recklessly down the street.

a main clause It is important to pay attention when the rules are being read 
out.

the subject The rabbit ate the carrot. 

the object The librarian enjoyed the book.

a prepositional 
phrase The jug was on top of the table.

a noun phrase The rusty bike was locked in the shed.

the determiners Two ducks crossed the park to reach the pond.

a pronoun Tom went swimming but forgot his towel.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

a hyphen The bad-tempered boy was in big trouble.

was/were At the park, the dogs were playing excitedly.

brackets for 
parenthesis The cinema (next to the supermarket) is brand new.

inverted commas 
to mark the 

speech
“Where do you think you are going?” asked the boy’s mother.

an apostrophe 
for omission The lady knew she shouldn’t leave her job.
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns The crocodile was taken to the zoo: it was an endangered 
species.

a verb Aisha glanced over her shoulder during the race.

the adjectives The competitive coach screamed at his underperforming team at 
half-time.

an adverb Chris laughed silently during this performance.

a main clause If the weather continues, school could be closed.

a subordinate 
clause She wasn’t ready to go out because she hadn’t brushed her teeth.

a relative clause Netball, which is my favourite sport, is a team game.

the determiners My teacher asked me to hand out the books.

a preposition The cat was playing outside.

a subordinating 
conjunction Before we go out to play, we need to finish our work.

the pronouns His brother told him to help out.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

a semi colon My uncle lives in London; my grandma lives in Bristol.

is/are When we go swimming my brother is always excited.

a question mark He got the money out of the bank, didn’t he?

a possessive 
pronoun The children were excited to meet their new teacher.

commas to mark 
an embedded 

clause
The Ipad, which was expensive, got cracked by accident.



Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns When I go on holiday I need to take sun cream.

a verb The raindrop trickled slowly down the tiny window.

the adjectives The unusual, unique plant was entered into the competition.

an adverb Unfortunately, the school’s fair had to be cancelled.

a relative clause Trevor, who is much taller than me, reached the book on the 
shelf.

the subject The water was drank by Freddie.

the object Tanya painted the picture carefully.

the articles The table was carried into the living room by a builder.

a coordinating 
conjunction I like popcorn and my friend likes crisps. 

a subordinating 
conjunction Although it isn’t my problem, I would like to help solve it.

a noun phrase A forgotten, ancient cottage was sold at auction.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

inverted commas 
to mark speech The witch said, “I am going to use you for my spell.”

a comma for a 
list

As part of my job I design apps, advertise websites and buy 
resources.

a colon to 
separate clauses

The teacher wasn’t happy: nobody had completed their 
homework.

the capital letters Mark, Joel and Sam went on holiday. They travelled to Norway.

a dash to mark 
parenthesis I tried custard for the first time today - I didn’t like it.
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Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns The exciting show was on at the theatre.

a verb The experienced actor performed brilliantly every night.

the adjectives The delicious, home-cooked food was enjoyed by all the guests. 

an adverb The sprinter won the race effortlessly.

a main clause When you get home, you need to put the kettle on.

a subordinate 
clause

Even though it’s only February, we have already booked our 
holiday.

the determiners Those crisps were bought by my teacher.

a possessive 
pronoun I didn’t want to play with the game because I knew it was yours.

the articles The chair was painted by a professional artist.

a relative 
pronoun The singer, who won an award, lost his voice after the show.

a preposition I found my glasses beside the television.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

the capital letters My dad (Terry) is from Cardiff,  the capital city of Wales.

an exclamation 
mark What a fabulous show! It was better than expected.

inverted commas 
to mark speech “It’s very interesting,” said the scientist, “I’m quite surprised.”

an apostrophe to 
mark possession The dog’s collar fell off in the park.

a colon to 
introduce a list In my school we have: swings, a slide and a climbing wall.



Can you spot? Circle it in the sentence.

the nouns My new glasses came from a specialist shop.

a verb The ferocious lion attacked the zebra.

the adjectives The comfy bed was being used by the sleepy child.

an adverb The employee reported the issue discreetly to his manager. 

a coordinating 
conjunction I have never been to France yet I hear it is lovely.

a subordinating 
conjunction Whilst I was on the phone, my tea was cooking in the oven.

the determiners That car was parked outside my house this morning.

a possessive 
pronoun I didn’t want to share the pizza because it was mine. 

a noun phrase The exotic, multi-coloured bird was spotted in Asia.

a relative clause The pen, that is used to mark tests, had mysteriously gone 
missing.

a preposition My brother is lucky because he sits next to his best friend.

Can you add? Add it to the sentence in the correct place.

commas to mark 
an embedded 

clause

The football boots, which were brand new, were stolen at the 
weekend.

apostrophe to 
show omission I won’t be able to attend the wedding.

a semi colon I ran 456m; my friend ran 500m.

a comma in the 
list

Some of the things I need to improve are my times tables, my 
spellings and my reading.

brackets to mark 
parenthesis The tallest tower (Big Ben) is in London.
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