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 I have enjoyed completing pupil progress meetings with some class teachers this week.  I will 

hold the rest of the pupil progress meetings next week.  During these meetings, we have 

discussed the children’s progress focusing on Reading, Writing and Maths.  During the process 

we identified strategies that have worked well in particular cohorts and will now think about how 

they could be used throughout the rest of the school.  We have also identified strategies for 

children to support them in overcoming barriers in their learning.  This is particularly focusing on 

our second priority of our School Improvement Plan: 

To address barriers to ensure all pupil groups are appropriately challenged and supported to 

make good progress.  

It was pleasing to hear about the children’s progress and how well the teachers know their 
children.  The children’s learning and progress will be able to be shared with you during our 
Parents’ Evenings which will be held on Tuesday 15th and Thursday 17th February.  Parents’ 
Evenings are essential to ensure home and school can work together to strive for the best for 
each child.   

After careful consideration we are opting to hold a combination approach to our Parents 
Evenings this term. We appreciate how important it is for you to feel as part of the school 
community.  We would like to offer pre-booked face-to-face consultations on Tuesday 15th 
February (3:40pm to 6:20pm) or a pre-booked 10 minute Google Meet with your child’s teacher 
on Thursday 17th February from 5 pm to 7.50 pm. Appointments need to be booked via Scopay 
as we have done previously. A letter will be sent out at the beginning of next week with 
instructions.  

We are hoping that by offering a choice of virtual and face-to-face meetings it will make it easier 
for parents to attend.  Last term it was unfortunate that teachers had to follow up  a number of 
appointments that were not attended.  This was actually at quite a budgetary cost to the school. 
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https://www.andrewsendowed.co.uk/ 4th February 2022 

To stay up to date with events and exciting learning at Andrews’, follow us: 

@AndrewsSchool1 

Attendance and Punctuality 

Our attendance for this academic year to date is at 96.32% compared to 97.63% in 2020-2021 in 
the same time period.  I understand that the fall in attendance % from last year is reflective of the 
balance of being vigilant of our children’s wellness and the importance of a consistent education 
for them.  The following are attendance percentages for each year group: 

The number of lates after registers have closed has also increased to 30 compared to 6 in the 
last year period.  The gates are open from 8:45-8:55.  From 8:45 the children are provided with 
Early Morning Tasks which often gets them thinking and discussing with their peers.  At 9:00 the 
essential learning for our children starts with focusing on phonics for KS1 and English and Maths 
for KS2. 

Acorns Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

93% 96.72% 96.51% 96.71% 96.77% 97.25% 97.20% 



Acorns 
Finley: For great focus and improvement 
in his reading.  

Grace: For making super progress in her 
phonics  

Year 1 
Ava: For always showing love, courage 
and respect to everyone in the School 
Community.  

Millie: For showing high aspirations in all 
areas of learning.  

Year 2 
Aminah: For a well thought out story.  Honor: For using her wonderful 

imagination.  

Year 3 
Ollie: For working hard to show different 
skills in writing.  

Riley: For show independence.  

Year 4 Cami: For thoughtful designs in DT.  Morgan: For high aspirations in her writing.  

Year 5 
Madison: For always being organised 
and ready to learn.  

Ethan: For great focus in his learning.  

Year 6 

Lewis: For his maturity in Buddy time, 

writing comments about fluency in 

reading with his buddy.  

Eddie: For his Ancient Greek Shield for 

homework.  

Big Garden Birdwatch 
 
Last week, people across Britain took part in the Big Garden Birdwatch.  The Year 5 observed closely 
through their binoculars to look at the birds within their garden area.  They were able to analyse the most 
popular bird visitors to our school.   
Do you want to help birds in your neighbourhood? Adding water to your garden is one of the best ways to 
help birds. Even a birdbath or a small pond will do the trick. You can 
create a simple birdbath by turning an old stainless steel dustbin lid 
upside down and resting it on some bricks – that creates the shallow 
‘puddle’ that birds require. Deeper than that and they feel out of their 
depth, literally! 
Remember that birdbaths need cleaning frequently, too, to prevent 
bird diseases spreading. An old washing up bowl can also act as a 
mini pond, but you’ll need to create a shallow beach if birds are to use 
it to drink and bathe, and to help animals climb in and out. 
 

To stay up to date with events and exciting learning at Andrews’, follow us: 

 

Headteacher’s Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday Book 
 
We are continuing our “Birthday Book Scheme” this term so the children can celebrate their birthday 
by selecting a book for a donation that you would like to make (50p, £1 or £2.50). 
This has been an extremely successful scheme in the past. We have a selection of wonderful titles, 
something for everyone at affordable prices. All you need to do is complete the slip at the bottom of 
the letter sent out at the start of this term with the donation you would like to make (50p, £1 or £2.50) 
and pop it into an envelope ensuring you mark it clearly ‘Birthday Book’ along with your child’s name, 
class and amount enclosed. Please call the office if you would like another copy. Your child should 
then give this to their class teacher by Wednesday latest the week before their birthday. Your child 
will then get the opportunity to select a book of their choice with Mrs Gundry and put a sticker with 
their name on the inside cover of the book. 
At the next Celebration Worship (virtual at the moment), your 
child will get the chance to show the school which book they 
have selected. They will be able to take the book home so 
they can read it with you and then return it to the school 
library so everyone will get a chance to read it. 
We hope you will join this initiative and help us increase our 
stock of books in the library.  



How could you be a light to others? 
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schoolsupport@aepri.co.uk 

Of course, we all make mistakes because we are all human. However, we often see them as a 

sign of failure and sometimes as a reflection of a lack of ability or talent on our part. Making 

mistakes can leave us with negative feelings and a sense of inadequacy. However, research 

suggests that making mistakes is actually very positive:  

When we think about why something is wrong or hasn’t worked, “new connections are 

sparked that actually cause the brain to grow”. We should place a high value on mistakes, 

rather than regarding them as failures  

‘Mistake-rich’ environments produce better education and lead to greater insight and higher 

truth.  

Failing can feel scary, but fear can also be good to help us grow and learn. Try to see fear as 

an indicator of growth and welcome it.  

As Albert Einstein once said, “Anyone who has never made a mistake has never tried anything 

new.”  

Mrs. Winslade-Moon 

likes the book 

because the 

characters have to 

make a good choice to 

ensure there is a 

happy ending for all.  

What are you 

reading? 

 

'Words empower children to make sense of 

the world around them’ 

 
KS1 

Spy 

Partner 

False 

Difficult 

Study 

KS2 

Pester 

Underestimate 

Brutal 

Outrage 

Tedious 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

The theme of this year’s Children’s 

Mental Health Week is Growing 

Together. 

Growing Together is about growing 

emotionally and finding ways to help each other grow. 

Challenges and setbacks can help us to grow and adapt 

and trying new things can help us to move beyond our 

comfort zone into a new realm of possibility and potential. 

However, emotional growth is often a gradual process that 

happens over time, and sometimes we might feel a bit 

‘stuck’. 

As parents and carers, you play an important role in your 

child’s mental health. Check out our free resources for 

families at the following website: 

 https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-

and-carers/ 
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Our favourite learning this week: 

Acorns— Learning new sounds and using them in our 

reading and writing  

Year 1— Grouping animals in Science  

Year 2— Reading the Finger Eater and describing the 

characters  

Year 3— Learning about the Normans  

Year 4— Tasting muffins in DT and evaluating them  

Year 5— Printing Rain Forest Leaves in art  

Year 6— Coding in Computing  

 

 

 

Dates: 

February 2022 

W/C 

7.2.22 

Children’s Mental 

Health Week 

7.2.22 First Parent Voice 

Group.   

8.2.22 Parents’ Evening 

Sign Ups will be 

open at 7am. 

9.2.22 Year 5 to Wisley 

11.2.22 PTFA Pizza and 

Cookie Night 

 

Parents’ Evening 

Sign Up Closes at 

2pm. 

 
W/C: 

14.2.22 

Parents’ Evening 

will be held during 

this week. 

28.2.22 INSET Day 

 
Autumn Term 2021 

2nd September – 22nd October 

Half Term - 25th October – 29th October 

(INSET Day – 22nd October) 

 

1st November – 17th December 

Spring Term 2022 

4th January – 18th February 

Half Term 21st February – 25th February 

28th February – 8th April 

(INSET Day – 28th February) 

Easter Holidays 11th - April 22nd April 

Summer Term 2022 

25th April – 27th May 

(Bank Holiday: 2nd May) 

Half Term – 30th May – 3rd June 

6th June – 21st July* 

(INSET Day – 6th June) 

* NB change of date due to the extra 
bank holiday 

To stay up to date with events and exciting learning at Andrews’, follow us:  

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/


Bulletin Board 

Timetable  
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Reminders 

Payments 

Please can you check your child’s SCOPAY and ensure that all school dinners are paid up to 

date and ensure that they are paid in advance – either weekly or half termly. If dinners fall  

into arrears of two weeks, we will be contacting parents and advising that they will have to 

provide a pack up until the amount is paid. If anyone is struggling with payments please   

contact Mrs White in the school office in confidence so we can help and perhaps sort a pay-

ment plan. 

Cool Milk Scheme 

Don’t forget if you would like your child to receive milk in school your child must be registered 

with Cool Milk. You can apply on line at www.coolmilk.com or by paper application (copies 

held in the school office). You must register your child by Tuesday at 5pm to start receiving 

milk the following week. If you have any questions regarding this you can contact Cool Milk 

directly on 0844 854 2913. If your child is in Acorns and under 5 they will receive milk FREE 

but you must ensure that your child is registered before their 5th birthday if you wish your 

child to continue with milk. 

Uniform 

Please ensure if your child has long hair, it is pulled up back from their face in a ponytail type 

style rather than half up, half down style or with an ‘Alice band’.  At the moment we are      

having some cases of head lice.   Please ensure that if you receive a “red” letter that your 

child and the rest of the family carry out the full instructions.    

 

 

Monday 

7th 

Tuesday 

8th 

Wednesday 

9th 

Thursday 

10th 

Friday 

11th 

  School Trip to 

Wisley for Year 5 

 

Forest Schools for 

Year 5 

 

Year 1,2, 3 

PE 

Year 4, 6 

PE 

Year 2,  3, 5 

PE 

Year Acorns, Year 

1  

PE 

Year 4 

Woodwind and 

Guitar Lessons 

Violin  

Lessons 

Brass  

Lessons 

 Cello Lessons 



PTFA 

 

Thank you to everyone who has ordered pizza and cookie kits.  We’re nearly at 50 kits or-
dered! 

You can order up to, and including tomorrow Saturday 5th February. 

A query was raised about parents donating money directly to the PTFA.  Yes, your kind do-
nations are very gratefully received for the PTFA at any time.  Please place in an envelope 
labelled ‘PTFA donation’ and hand in to the school office.  Thank you, 

 

Here is the booking link: 

https://doughies.co.uk/products/andrews-
alton  

 

The kits will be ready to collect at school 
pick up on the 11th February , and make at 
home with your children.  The last 48 hours, 
refrigerated, if you can’t make them on the 
night. 

£2 per pizza, and £1 per cookie kit come back to the school.  We hope you will have fun mak-
ing these pizzas together, with the added bonus of raising money for projects at Andrews’ 
Endowed. 

Full ingredients and allergens are listed on the website. 

Vegan option is available.  Currently no gluten free option. 

 

Please get in touch with any questions. 

 

Warm wishes from, 

The PTFA 
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