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Britain’s Railway network, The Big Four, nationalisation and privatisation  
Carriage- one of the vehicles that is joined to make a train.  
Freight train - a train for carrying goods rather than people. 
Locomotion- an act or the power of moving from place to place.  
Monorail - A monorail is similar to a train, but instead of traveling on two tracks, it uses just 
one. If you visit Tokyo or Disney World, you'll probably travel on a monorail. Most monorails 
are elevated, with trains either moving above a single track or dangling from it, suspended by 
a wide rail. 
Parapet- a low wall or railing to protect the edge of a platform, roof, or bridge.  
Platform- an area next to a railway track from which passengers can get on and off trains.  
Railway- the system of travelling by train.  
Subway - an electric railway operating below the surface of the ground 
Tender – a wagon containing fuel. 
Tunnel- a passage through a hill or underground.  

 How do we determine what is truly “real” and what is not? 

February 21 1804: Richard Trevithick's Penydarren - used to transport iron 

across nine miles of track - becomes the first successful steam locomotive run 

on rails.  

September 27 1825: George Stephenson opens the Stockton and Darlington 

Railroad  

 May 3 1830: Robert Stephenson's Invicta powers the first regular passenger 

service in the world, linking Canterbury to the seaside town of Whitstable six 

miles away.  

1844: The introduction of standard gauges for track, opening up the possibility 

of an interoperable national rail system..  

1863: The world's first underground city service connects Paddington to 

Farringdon in London. The service is steamy and overcrowded, and rail 

carriages are drafted in from Great Western in an attempt to keep up with 

passenger demand. 

August 4 1883: Britain's first electric railway opens in Brighton.  

1902: Automatic signalling makes its first appearance between Andover and 

Grateley.  

1923: Four major railway companies are created from the 123 across the 

country. They are the Great Western Railway, London Midland and Scottish 

Railway, London and North Eastern Railway, and Southern Railway. By 2002 

there will be 25 train operating companies. 

The UK trail sector was fundamentally transformed 

over the period 1994/97.There was the complete 

separation of infrastructure from operations and 

privatization basing on the franchise of passenger 

services.  

 

The UK rail system has over 32,000 track kilometers, 

2,500 stations, and 4,000 trains.  

It prides on providing over 20,000 daily services on 

their 4,000 trains with an average of 1.5 billion 

passenger kilometers.  

 


